Application/Control Number: 10/007,871 
Art Unit: 2800 



Page 2 



Clmpto 
7/29/03 
ais 

claims 1-87 have been cancelled 

88. (Amended) A method of scaling a circuit having at leas! a first logic 
component driving a second logic component, die method comprising; 

? downwardly scaling ihe first logic component: 

! downwardly scaling the second logic component to a greater extent than the 

scaling of the first logic component so that the second logic component is scaled to a greater 

• extent than the first logic component; and 

* coupling an electrical loading component to the output of the fust logic 
j component, the electrical component being unconnected lo any other portion of the circuit, th* 
• x electrical loading component maintaining a timing relationship between the first and second 

logic components. 

89, (Amended) t he method of claim SR. wherein each of the first and second 
logic component* comprises respective inverters, ami wherein the electrical component 
comprise* an inverter. 

-90. A method of scaling a circuit having ai least a first logic component 
driving a second logic component, the method comprising: 

downwardly scaling she first and second logic components, one of the logic 
component}: being sealed to a lesser extent than the other of the logic components; and 
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coupling an electrical loading component to the output of ihe logic component 
that is scaled to the lesser extent, the electrical component being unconnected to any other 
circuitry that is coupled to the first and second logic components. 

91 The method of claim 90 wherein a characteristic of the electrical loading 
component is selected to maintain a timing relationship between the first and second logic 
components. 

92. The method of claim 90 wherein the act of downwardly scaling the first 
and second logic components comprises downwardly scaling the first logic component to a lesset 

r> extent than the downward scaling of the second logic component 

93. The method of claim 90 wherein the act of coupling an electrical loading 
component to Ac output of the logic component that is scaled to the lesser extent comprises 
coupling an input terminal of an inverter to the output of the logic component that is scaled to the 
lesser extent, the inverter having an output terminal that is left unconnected to any other portion 
of the circuitry that is coupled to the first and second logic components. 

94. A method of controlling the timing relationship between first and second 
logic components, the method comprising coupling an electrical loading component to the output 
of one of the logic components, the electrical component being unconnected to any other 
circuitry. 

95. The method of claim 94 wherein the first logic component drives the 
second logic component. 

96. The method of claim 95, wherein the act of coupling an electrical loading 
component to the output of one of the logic components comprises coupling an electrical loading 
component to the output of the first logic component 
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97. The method of claim 90 wherein the act of coupling an electrical loading 
component to the output of One of the logic components comprises coupling an input terminal of 
an inverter to an output of one of the logic components, the inverter having an output terminal 
iat is left unconnected to any other circuitry,! -™ — 
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coupling an electrical loading component to the output of ihe logic component 
that is scaled to the lesser extent, the electrical component being unconnected to any other 
circuitry that is coupled to the Srsi and second logic components. 

9J , The method of claim 00 wherein a characteristic of the electrical loading 
component is selected to maintain a timing relationship between the first and second logic 
components- 

92. The method of claim 90 wherein the act of downwardly scaling the fust 
and second logic components comprises downwardly scaling the first logic component to a lesser 
extent than the downward scaling of the second logic component 

93. The method of claim 90 wterrin the act of coupling an electrical loading 
component to the output of the logic component that is scaled to the lesser extent comprises 
coupling an input terminal of an inverter to the output of Ac logic component that is scaled to the 
lesser extent, the inverter having an output tennioal that is IeA unconnected to any other portion 
of the circuitry thai is coupled to the first and second logic components. 

94. A method of controlling the timing relationship between first and second 
logic components, the method comprising coupling an electrical loading component to the output 
of one of the logic components, the electrical component being unconnected to any other 
circuitry. 

95. The method of claim 94 wherein the first logic component drives the 
second logic component. 

96. The method of claim 95, wherein the act of coupling an electrical loading 
component to the output of one of the logic components comprises coupling an electrical loading 
component to the output of the first logic component 



